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UM PLANS GROUNDBREAKING FOR HONORS COLLEGE OCT. 29
MISSOULA Work on the first building of The University of Montana’s second century will officially
commence Friday, Oct. 29, during a groundbreaking ceremony for the Davidson Honors College on
the UM Oval.
The groundbreaking, attended by donors Ian and Nancy Davidson of Great Falls, will begin
at 11 a.m. at the building’s site on the Oval southwest of Main Hall. The Davidsons pledged $1
million to cover the costs of building a permanent home for the honors college.
Honors education is vital to UM’s mission, UM President George Dennison said, describing
the Davidson Honors College as "the intellectual heart of the University."
The 10,000 square foot, one-story building with basement will be constructed on the site
once occupied by the old Venture Center. That structure, which opened for classes in 1898 as a
science building, was the first building completed on UM’s campus.
Construction on the new building is expected to get under way next spring. The honors
college, now housed on the third floor of Main Hall, is expected to move into its new building
during fall or winter of the 1994-95 academic year.
"For an honors college to have the stature and visibility to provide the impetus for academic
achievement, the college must have its own building and not be located on the third floor or wing
of some other building," the Davidsons said when they announced their gift to the University in
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May. Ian Davidson is the chairman and chief executive officer of D.A. Davidson & Co., and
Nancy Davidson is active as a community volunteer.
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Contact: UM Foundation, 243-2593.
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